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of boiling water, until on testing by cooling, it con-
geals to a viscous white mass, which has no longer
any greasy feel.

Olive oil consists for the most part of the gly-
ceride of oleic acid, while the glyceride of palmitic
acid and a small amount of tri stearin are also present;
lead soaps are formed corresponding to each, the
lead oleate predominating. The resulting mass is
insoluble in water, softens on warming, but is hard
when cold.

For the separation of the glycerine mixed with
the lead soap, one pours hot water on the completely
boiled, but still fluid plaster, stirs the mass thoroughly,
and leaves it at rest for a time in order that the
soap may separate from the water, then pours this
off, and repeats the washing several times, until all
glycerine is separated from the mass ; the glycerine
waters are mixed, and the purification proceeded
with.

As the excess of lead oxide dissolves in the gly-
cerine, this must be first removed, which is accom-
plished, by passing sulphuretted hydrogen through
the glycerine. The lead is converted into sulphide,
which is thrown down in the form of a black pre-
cipitate, and is removed from the glycerine by filtra-
tion. The liquid after freeing from lead is evaporated,
and yields glycerine of a brown colour and unpleasant
odour; to render it water-white, one allows the
liquor to filter slowly through freshly burnt animal
charcoal until it emerges perfectly colourless and
odourless, and evaporates it finally on a water-bath
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